
Development of Youth Cricket

Overview - Dan Feist, 
https://www.essexcricket.org.uk/2020/04/07/youth-participation-
update/

The Key Principles of Development – Barry Hyam Academy Director

Building the environment – Anthony Mcgrath

https://www.essexcricket.org.uk/2020/04/07/youth-participation-update/


Youth Cricket in Essex

Youth Participation Group

Made up of representatives 
of the following

5 Regional Cricket 
Participation Group (Districts) 

(Havering Youth League)

Essex Schools Cricket 
Association

Pathway Boys & Girls

Coach Ed

2 Directors
Colin Perkins & Jason Gallian

DEV ASSES Trial / Explore
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Encourage healthy 

competition – John Tauer, 

Men’s Head Basketball 

Coach at the University of 

St Thomas, Minnesota says:

“Competition can be 

healthy when it provides 

feedback to kids about 

their performance and 

improvement, when 

winning is not the sole or 

primary objective, and 

when kids get to learn 

about themselves under 

challenging situations.”.



Games Based Learning



Youth Cricket Overview

Player Centred

#Excite,

#Engage,

#Enhance

Create Small 
problems / 
challenges

Develop whole 
/ part / whole 

sessions

Don’t be afraid 
of chaos / this 

can create 
learning

Develop an 
environment / 

culture off 
positivity

Develop multi 
sport learning 

/ create the 
athlete

Review the 
game play, 

Enjoy PLAYING 
the game



Youth Cricket Examples

Not only in our usual session, but now is a time to be creative too,

Whole
Bring the whole club together for virtual session  
Upminster Cricket Club

Part
Develop small challenges and specific skills to develop
Mario Catch
NCL – Sajid Patel

Whole
Develop some competitions against other clubs
Capital Kids Cricket 

https://www.facebook.com/1410826395892174/videos/667498267146074/


Barry Hyam - Academy Director

Anthony Mcgrath – Head Coach



Graham Gooch

Essex Cricket Academy
Identifying and developing the next generation



 Identify and develop cricketers that are equipped to 

perform for Essex CCC and England

 Develop the most skillful, tactically astute, athletic and 

mentally robust players that are strong enough to cope 

with the demands and pressures of professional cricket

 To develop players who become highly skilled match 

winners that put the team first.

 To provide a high level of support to allow players to  

move into other career options if cricket is not the path 

they choose, not everyone will become professional 

cricketers



Multi-day matches

 

50 over matches  

 

T20/100ball 

 



 The Key Principles document has been designed to offer 
a reference point of what we are looking for in players 
to progress towards professional cricket. It outlines all 
disciplines as well as what character traits, physicality, 
and personal development areas we feel high potential 
players should be looking to aim towards. 

 Character 

 Physical 

 Fast Bowling

 Spin Bowling 

 Batting 

 Fielding

 Wicket Keeping 

 Personal Development 



 Is a wicket-taker

 Has the potential to bowl with genuine pace

 Has exceptional control of the areas they are looking to 

bowl

 Generates excessive bounce

 Has the ability to consistently move the ball late 

through the air or off the pitch

 Is effective in three different formats



 Can we think creatively about timings and group sizes.

 More 1-2-1/small group sessions (here players can really 

work on individual needs)  

 How players can hit, catch, bowl lots of times during 

the session, rather that waiting for their go

 Game scenario matches during training – to develop 

decision making, tactics and game awareness

 1-2-1’s to focus on technique development

 Help players understand what is need at the next level 

(key principles)

 Develop a match programme specific for the age group 

and reflects the skills needed for both short and long 

formats of the game. 



Creating an Environment / Culture

Anthony Mcgrath
Head Coach



I

Next Up…

• Thursday 7th May at 5pm – Youth Cricket and the Player Pathway

• Monday 11th May at 8pm – Online Race Night Tutorial

• Tuesday12th May at 12pm – Umpiring & Scoring

• Thursday 14th May at 5pm – Marketing and Commercial Activation

• Tuesday 19th May at 12pm – Coach Education


